
William Shakespeare  
 

Shakespearean Sonnets 

Sonnet 130 

My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun; 

Coral is far more red than her lips' red; 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 

I have seen roses damask'd, red and white, 

But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 

And in some perfumes is there more delight 

Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks. 

I love to hear her speak, yet well I know 

That music hath a far more pleasing sound; 

I grant I never saw a goddess go; 

My mistress, when she walks, treads on the ground: 

And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 

As any she belied with false compare. 

 

 What do you think this poem is about?  What is the tone?  Who is the author talking about?  Is he or she 

being kind or cruel?  Is it offensive or romantic?  How would you translate this sonnet into modern language?  

After you finish writing about the sonnet in your Response Journal (your first entry of the spring semester!) 

share your thoughts with your fellow students in your row when they have finished writing their entries. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Sonnets:  Find a sonnet.  You may do a Google search or choose to follow this link 

<http://www.william-shakespeare.info/william-shakespeare-sonnets.htm> and choose one 

sonnet (other than # 130, which we will discuss as a class) to analyze.   

 You will be working individually to create a poster featuring the Shakespearean sonnet you 

have chosen, a thorough and detailed analysis of sonnet, in addition to a comparison of 

your personal analysis with that of an expert.  

 

 Next, you will create your OWN sonnet.  Your sonnet should follow the same basic theme 

or idea as that of the Shakespearean sonnet of choice.  It will also appear on your poster.   

 

 You will present the sonnet you have chosen on the day you sign up for.  First come, first 

serve. Don’t forget to make the poster visually appealing (include pictures!) as it will be on 

display!  If you have questions over the assignment, you can ask me during class or come in 

after school as I usually stay late!!! 

http://www.william-shakespeare.info/william-shakespeare-sonnets.htm


William Shakespeare  
During our reading of Macbeth, you are responsible for maintaining a light hearted version of 

a reading journal.  Since we have now watched Hamlet, and you know the basic 

story of what happened, I want you to read through the McSweeney’s version, 

“Facebook Newsfeed Edition”.  It is succinct (short and to the point) and since 

we have now heard that “brevity is the soul of wit”(Hamlet), you will be 

creating your own version for Macbeth.   

In doing this ongoing assignment, you will choose ONE character 

who is “logged on” and reading the Facebook newsfeed, 

and you will create his or her profile.  You may wish to 

include bumper stickers, flair, groups, pictures, wall 

comments, applications, and so on, but you must AT LEAST include the 

typical profile questions to the best of your ability.   

If you don’t actually have access to Facebook, here are some of the areas 

that people include on their profiles:  

 
Basic Information  
  
Networks: 

Sex: 

Birthday: 

Relationship Status: 

 

Contact Information 

Political Views: 

Religious Views: 

Current City: 

Personal Information 

Activities: 

Interests: 

Favorite Music: 

Favorite TV Shows: 

Favorite Movies: 

Favorite Books: 

Favorite Quotations: 

About Me: 

Education and Work: 

 

 

****Be creative and use what you KNOW about your character to improvise what 

his or her modern interests might include.**** 


